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It was such an agony to fee) her so near and not to hold her
in my arms. Suddenly she made a clutch at my hair :
" Mummie, I don't like this dark; I like being out in the
light."
Then the medium's " guide" described her to me, and it
was the portrait of Elizabeth, grown slightly older. She said:
" Your husband wanted her to speak to you, but the child
didn't like it; we couldn't keep her any longer."
By this time the medium was tired and those that watched
over her well-being said she must be released. Her trance
had lasted forty minutes.
I came away from the interview convinced that I had been
in touch with the other side; it was as though a new door had
opened wide, revealing a new aspect of life. But, genuine
though I believe it to be, it was undeniably ^satisfactory,
exasperating rather than comforting. Nevertheless, I indulged
in many more conversations of a similar nature, and had many
unexpected messages from friends killed in the War, as also
from beloved Henry James who wrung my hand warmly and
most characteristically called me " My dear Clare, my dear,
dear Clare!"
My American grandparents also spoke, and a little sister
who was still-born. There were " guides/' too, who gave me
emphatic advice. But it never occurred to me to allow " the
other side" to dominate my life, and as regards Wilfred I
reserved to myself the right to disagree with him as if he were
alive.
Only once did he express himself emphatically.   It was a
good many years later and I had after careful reflection as-
sented to Dick's insistent demand.   He was very anxious to
speak with his father.   We were going abroad and there would
not be another chance for a long time.   It was at the end of
an hour's talk and Dick had been thrilled with stories of new
discoveries about to be made in Atlantis, that Wilfred asked
if we were leaving England.   I said we were going East.
" There is East—and East," he remarked.
" We are going to live in Turkey,'* I said.
And he answered, "Don't be a fool"—which being said in
front of Dick so offended me that I have never been back since.

